DP-800 (Beta) Study
Guide

Microsoft Certified:
SQL Al Developer
Associate

A comprehensive preparation guide for developing Al-enabled database
solutions across Microsoft SQL platforms — including SQL Server, Azure
SQL, and SQL databases in Microsoft Fabric.
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Before You Start Studying

Review the prerequisites, study guide status, and recommended background knowledge below to understand what will help you

succeed.

Study Guide Under Construction Recommended Exam Path

DP-800 is a newer Microsoft certification focused on DP-800 is an associate-level certification, so it is not usually
developing Al-enabled database solutions across Microsoft the best first Microsoft data certification for complete

SQL platforms, including SQL Server, Azure SQL, and SQL beginners.

databases in Microsoft Fabric.
If you are new to data, SQL, analytics, or cloud platforms, DP-

Because the exam and learning ecosystem are still new, 900: Microsoft Certified - Azure Data Fundamentals is
additional learning resources, community guides, and exam strongly recommended before starting DP-800.
preparation materials may still be limited compared to more

established exams such as DP-900, DP-600, DP-700, or AZ-900. If you are new to Azure, AZ-900: Microsoft Certified - Azure

Fundamentals can also be useful before DP-800.

For now, the best preparation path is to rely heavily on:
If you are specifically focused on Microsoft Fabric, DP-600 or

e The official Microsoft study guide DP-700 may also help, but DP-800 focuses more on SQL-
o T hE e | RS s based Al-enabled database solutions, not general Fabric

analytics or data engineering.
e Microsoft Learn modules y g g

e Hands-on practice with SQL Server, Azure SQL, and
Microsoft Fabric SQL databases

e Microsoft product documentation

e DP800exam.com practice questions as they become
available

This page will be updated as more reliable and current DP-
800 learning resources become available.

DP-900 helps you build: AZ-900 helps you build:
e Foundational understanding of data concepts e Foundational understanding of cloud computing
e Awareness of relational and non-relational data e Awareness of Azure services
workloads e Understanding of identity, governance, pricing, and

e Understanding of analytics workloads management concepts

e Familiarity with Azure data services

If you already have hands-on experience with SQL Server, Azure SQL, T-SQL, database development, and Al application patterns,
you can proceed directly to DP-800.

Prerequisites

There are no strict prerequisites to start DP-800 preparation, but the exam assumes that you have practical exposure to SQL-
based database development and modern Al-enabled application patterns.

You should be comfortable with:

— Writing T-SQL queries

— Designing and working with relational databases

— Understanding tables, views, stored procedures, and indexes

— Working with SQL Server or Azure SQL

— Understanding structured and semi-structured data

— Understanding basic Al concepts such as embeddings, vector search, and retrieval-
augmented generation

— Understanding security, permissions, and authentication concepts

— Understanding application integration patterns

Recommended Background Knowledge

DP-800 focuses on developing Al-enabled database solutions, not general database administration or basic SQL theory.

SQL and Database Microsoft SQL Platform Al-Enabled Database
Development Awareness Concepts
Fundamentals e SQL Server e Embeddings
* Relational database concepts e Azure SQL Database e \Vectorsearch
* Tables, views, stored e Azure SQL Managed Instance e Similarity search
rocedures, and functions
¥ e SQL databases in Microsoft e Retrieval-augmented
* T-SQLqueryingand data Fabric generation
modification . . .
e Microsoft Fabric database and e Al-assisted database
* Indexing and query analytics concepts development
erformance basics
k e Choosing the right SQL platform e Bringing Al capabilities closer to
* Transactions and data for a scenario operational and analytical data
consistency
e Working with structured and
semi-structured data
Application Development Awareness Security, Governance, and Operations

Microsoft Entra ID authentication

e Connecting applications to SQL databases

e Secure connection patterns e Role-based access control

e Authentication and authorization e Least privilege access

e Application configuration e Data protection and encryption
e APl and service integration patterns e Monitoring and troubleshooting
e Using database functionality in scalable applications e Performance optimization

e DevOps and deployment lifecycle awareness
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Step-by-Step Study Guide
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Review the Official Study
Guide

What to do:

e Open the official DP-800 study guide
e Read the skills measured sections
e Note any topics that are new to you

e Useitasyour checklist throughout
your prep

e Reuvisit the page regularly because
DP-800 is still a newer exam

Link to The Official Study Guide
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Schedule Your Exam
What to do:

e Choose a date that gives you enough
time for study and practice

e Schedule the exam through the
official Microsoft certification page

e Putthe date on your calendar and
plan backwards

Recommended timing:

e Ifyou already work with SQL Server,
Azure SQL, and Al-enabled database
features: 3 to 5 weeks

e |f you know SQL but are new to Al-
enabled database solutions: 5to 8
WEESS

e |fyou are new to both SQL
development and Al concepts: start
with DP-900 first

Certification and Exam Details Page
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Go Through the Official
Learning Path

What to do:
e Complete the official DP-800 course
and modules

e Take notes on concepts you cannot
explain in simple terms

e Flagareas that require additional
hands-on practice

e Pay special attention to T-SQL, Al
integration, vector search,
embeddings, security, performance,
and application patterns

Official Learning Path Course Page
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Use Microsoft Official Exam
Prep Resources

What to do:
e Review Microsoft's official
certification and course pages

e Use the official study guide as your
primary checklist

e Watch for Microsoft Learn updates as
more DP-800 resources are released

e Compare every external resource
against the official skills measured
list

Microsoft Exam Readiness Zone

Microsoft Course Videos on Microsoft

Learn
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Get Hands-On Practice

DP-800 is a practical database
development exam. It rewards real
experience building SQL-based
solutions that use Al capabilities.

Reading and watching content helps you
understand the platform, but the exam
expects you to recognize real
implementation patterns, trade-offs,
and operational decisions.

You should aim to get experience with:

e Writing and optimizing T-SQL queries

e Working with SQL Server or Azure
SQL databases

e Creatingtables, views, stored
procedures, and indexes

e Working with structured and semi-
structured data

e Exploring SQL databases in Microsoft
Fabric

e Understanding Al-enabled SQL
features

e Working with embeddings and vector
search concepts

e Understanding retrieval-augmented
generation patterns

e Securing database access with
Microsoft Entra ID

e Applying least privilege access

e Monitoring and troubleshooting
database workloads

e Understanding deployment and
lifecycle management patterns

The goal is not just to understand SQL
syntax. You should know how database
solutions are designed, secured,
optimized, and connected to modern Al-
enabled applications.

Benchmark Your Knowledge

What to do:

e Use DP800exam.com to benchmark
your readiness

e Practice exam-style questions

e Review explanations carefully,
especially for wrong answers

e Return to Microsoft Learn and hands-

on practice for weak topics

e Use the official Microsoft practice
assessment if one becomes available

Recommended target:

e Aim for consistent performance, not
one lucky high score

e Ifatopicisunstable, returnto
learning + hands-on

e Pay close attention to questions
involving T-SQL, Al-enabled database
features, vector search, security,
performance, and application
integration

Microsoft Practice Assessments

DPS8OOEXAM.COM

Take the Exam

The day before:

e Review your weak topics only

e Revisit SQL platform concepts, T-SQL, Al-enabled database features, vector search, and security

e Review key differences between SQL Server, Azure SQL, and SQL databases in Microsoft Fabric

e Avoid learning brand new topics

On exam day:

e Read questions carefully and identify what they are truly asking

Eliminate wrong options first

application development knowledge

Watch for wording that implies security, performance, scalability, governance, or operational simplicity

Pay attention to whether the scenario requires SQL Server, Azure SQL, Microsoft Fabric, Al integration, vector search, or

Remember that DP-800 tests practical Al-enabled database development skills, not just product awareness
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Additional Learning Resources

Microsoft Official Resources

e Official DP-800 Study Guide

e Certification and Exam Details Page

e Official DP-800T00 Course

e Microsoft Practice Assessments

e Microsoft Exam Readiness Zone

e Microsoft Course Videos on Microsoft Learn

Microsoft SQL
Documentation

SQL Documentation
T-SQL Reference
SQL Server

Azure SQL Database
Fabric SQL Databases

Fabric SQL Overview

Microsoft Lab Resources

e DP-800T00 Lab Repository on GitHub

Practice and Review Resources

e Microsoft Practice Assessments

e DP800exam.com

Al and Application
Development
Documentation

Azure Al Services

Azure Al Foundry

Vector Search Overview

Retrieval-Augmented

Generation Overview

RAG Solution Design and

Evaluation Guide

Azure Integration
Documentation

Microsoft Entra ID

Azure Key Vault

Azure Monitor

Azure App Service

Azure Functions
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